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Vesley J, Lieboler
September &, 1964

Memorandum re Galloy Proofs of Chaptor IV of the Roport

I set forth below commonta on th;a galloy proofs of ' N
Chapter IV of the Roport, & copy of which I obtained from Mr,
Redlich on Septombor 4, 1964, Othor comments and suggeotions

are set forth in the margin of tho galley itself,
PURCHASE OF THE RIFLE BY 0SWALD

1. On galley page 30, query if fho namo "Hidell" was stampod
on the membarship a_ﬁplicat.ion blanka of the New Orleans branch, FPCC, ‘

2. The text near the top ¢f page 30 glves the impression 4hat
the name Hideil was stomped on all of tho New Orleans Chopter'ts prir'bed

J.iteratvro. It vas not Oswald stemped hiﬂ oWn name on swme of it,

. OSWALD'S PALMPRINT ON THE RIFLE BARREL

1. Query if the’ palmprint provides additional ovﬁ denco of
ownershlp of thoe »ifle as is steted, The most it does is show that
Oswald had possession of the rifiv at some tine, It does.not show that

he owmed it,

2. Second parasgraph states that Lt, Day deto....mcd tho wood,
. Yooden stock was too rough to toke prints "from visual ucu..i.natian.
Day does not eay th.at in bis testimony, While it is a winor voliuni,
“he just sa;d ‘dmt ha notod it was too rough, For all I lmow ho may

have roe ched thet conolusion by feoling tha stom-:.
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3. It may bo noted here that the conclusion for,section

on r¥kle owvnorship, that appears on galloy page 32, staics that the
precencs of the palmprint on tho rifle shows that Oswald "had
disassembled it," That conclusion is noﬁ.warfnnted from the existence
of tho palmprint on the rifle., Tho conclusion that Osvald handlod the
rifle while it wes dicaoscmbled is justified,

4, Tho palmprint soction must bo changed to reflect the
latest findings of the FBI that tho palmprint had to havo boon lifted
from the barrel because of the merks that appear on the 1ift that

correspond to those on the rifle barrel itself,

FIBERS ON THE RIFLE

#

1., I think this section 1; writton a littlo too strongly
considering the rocord. For exmomple, there is no footnote afier tho
statement that the Commission found no credible evidence that Cswald
used ihé rifle bétwaen September 23 und the assassination, Fu:{hormoro,
even if ho did not "use" iﬁ; he might very well have handled it at

some time during that period, Also, Stombaugh was not able %o

estimate the periéd of time within which the fibers wore placed on

the rifie, but much of the language in the scction is dosigned to bring

one to the concluslon that they were put there on the éay of the

assasgination, even though that is not said,

2, In the iaét sentonce of the seotlon, it is not the
Commisaion's conclusion that providos proof, it is tho faoct that tho
fibors most probably camo from Oswald's shirt; Also, doos that show A
that h; Tovmod® the riflo, or just that ho or somsone that ﬁore the .

shirt had handled the rifle at some’ &ime?

’




PHOTOGRAPH OF OSYWALD WITH RITLE

1, It is interesting to noto that the conclusicn %o the
ownership section, on pagoe 32, ntatég that "a photograph taken in
the yard of Oswald's apartment showed him holding this rifle,”

"That statomont appears in the conclusion in spite of tho faot that

Shoneyfolt aspecifiocally tostifiod that he could not make a positive
idontification of the rifle thot Oowald wes holding in the picture

and in spite of tho fact that the Commission was not able to conclude,

~in the discussion of this subjoct on page 31, that Oswald wag holding

tho assassination weapoen in the picture,
RIFLE ANONG OSWALD'S POSSESSIONS ~

}. I do not believe there is any real authority fr=tho
propositlon that Oswald sighted through the telescopic sight. on the
' Pas-dne Ostadt :
poreh in New Orleans, iy first sald she did not know what he did with
the rifle out on the porch and then was led into a statement which might

be thought to support the instant proposition, It is not very cor.v:'mcing..

2; On the top of page 32 it is stated that Ruth end Michael
Paine "both noticed the rolled-up blenket in the garoge throughout the
timo that Marina Oswald was living in their homo." I em sure the record
will nol support that etatement, & rether important one, too, I
racgll 'E.hgﬁ; there was a period of time before the assassination that

noither of them sew the blemket, I bave slways had tho opinion that

-

thero vas a z;ap in the proof as to the rifle being continuousiy in tho

garage, onc that probably could not be filled. It cammot bo flled by

ignoring 4%, Tho conclusion is even worse when it statos that ’
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purchase wntil the day of tho assassination,” I do nat ko

"the rifle waes kopt among Oawald's poesosalons from the ting c:' 14=

‘rocord provides any roal ovidence o support that broud states..., ' f

Tho fact io that not ono porson alive today over saw ihet rifle ia . ‘
the Paino garage in such a way that it could bo idontifiod a3 that
rifle,

THE CURTAIN ROD STORY

1. The Report statos that Frazior was surprisod when Oswald

" asked for a ride on Novembor 21, 1963. I am not able to find eaything
| in the rocord to support that stetement,

2. The last paragraph of this section is misloading when
1t atbompts to show the falsity of the ourtain rod storjr by stating

that Oswald's room et 1026 North Beckloy had curtains, and does not talio o

1)

“account of the fact that Frazier specificelly testified that Ogwald

sald he wanted the curtain rods to put in an avartment,. This talies
on added significanco when w‘a remember that Oswald was talking about
renting an apartment so that his family could live in Dallas with hin,
That espect of the problem should bo specifically troated if we are
going %o wentlon the fact that his rooming house had curtains,

TEE LONG AND BULKY PACKAGE

1. The last sentenco statos: PFrazier could easily have been

e

; i
mistaken when he stated thafQswald held the bottom of the bae cunned in
- I

his hand, or yhea lo said that the upper ond was tucked wmder the

arupit,” On the very noxt page of the galleys, in the discussion of tho
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prints that appoared on the papor bag, it is stotod that the palmprint
was "found on the closed ond;gf the bag, It was from Oswald's right hand
in which ho carried the long peckage as ho -walked from Frazier's car to

tho building,®

I em advised that the palmprint is right on the end of the bag,
just whore it would be if Oswald had carried it cupped in his hand, If we
say in the d:.scussion of prints that that print was put on the bag whtn
he carriod it in to 'Lha 7SBD (vhich we donlt ouito do) and 1P the print
is whera it wou] d be if ho carried it cupped in his hand, then we nmust face

up on the preceding page and admit that Frazier wos rigat vhen he. said .

that that iz {ho way Oswald carried itr If tho print story is right and

the implication left %here as to when the print was put on tha baz, 13 haﬂ-.&j
Frazier could not have been mistalcen when he aa.id Oswald carrlod the

botton of the bag cuppod in his hand,

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE LINKING RIIFL.E AND OSVALD T0 PAPER BAG

1. Tho soction on fibers in the bag is very thin., The most th...t
can bo ‘said is that there was a _pousibility {'.hn.t tho fibers came Zrem 4ho
blanket, Tho FBI expert would not even state 'bha‘c. such was prole.’

WCLUSION

1. I em at & loss to Jmow vhy the fact that Oswnld 'appflx‘c'n‘;l
failed to turn cut Ruth Peine's garage 1igi'it is mentioned in the

conclusieon,

-
-




PALMPRINTS AND FINGERPHIHTS ON CARTONS AND PAPER BAG

1. Tho problem of all the unidentified prints has
already boon discussecd., The FBI has been roquestod to conduct
additional inv;stigation to attompt to identify those prints,
The results of that invaatigation must be incorporated in the

"report,

2, Thisrsection emphasized the freshness of one

. palmprint on one carton, That palmprint was the only ono of

28 prints that could be doveloped by powder as opposed to a chemical

 procoss, As a result it was held to have boen placed on the

carion rocontly, within from 1 %o 5 days prior to the time it

wao devalopod. Ths inforence may be drawn from the presant
languﬁge of this soction that all of the other prints, which could
bo developed only through a chemical process because the cartons
had already absorbed them, must have been 2i§g£ than the palmprint,
Thus, it could be argued that Oswald's other prints had to have
boen placed on the cartons at least & day before they were
developed and perhapg a8 much as three days before, While there B
may bo some raéson within the realm of fingerprint technology why

that is not so, it does not appear in the report,’

Under those circumstsnces the prosence of Oswald's othoyr
prints, which must be treated pari passu with the prints of
others on the cartons, ssems to have very little significeance indeed,

This relates Yo, the prints on one of the Rolling Readsrs cartons




near tho window, tho existonco of which is emphasizod by stating
that theoy "tale on added significance” bocause of_the.wark boing
done on the sixth floor, The report aiso states that the Com~
mission placed "groat woight on the fingerprint and palzprint
idontifications,” f don't think we should say that in any event,
We cortainly should ngt until we deal with the problem of the
apparent age of Oswald's other prints and the presence of all
those unidentified prints,

5. Ths report states that it is "significant that nono

ﬁf tho priﬁta on the cartons could be identified es the prints of

8 warehouse employoeo,® It nlso statos that thoso employees 'like
Oswald, might have handled the cartons" we presumably in tha
ordinary course of business, It is Bignificant But net
necess arlly to the point that +the roport tries to meke, The fact
that only Oswald's prints appeared on the ;artons could show that
he wag the sole warehouse employee that handled thomeein @hﬂ
ordinary course. of business, The fact that Oswald was the oﬁly
employee whose prints sppeared on ths cartons does not help to -
convince me that he moved them in connection with the assassination,
L shows the oppesite just as well,

4. It is elso difficult to toll just what happoned to
all of the cartons or who devolopod what prints, While it appears
that all four cartons were forwarded to the FB;,.some confusion is
creatod by th§ lator statomont that the right palmprint oﬁ the
box on the flodr next to tho throe noar ths windew was also sent to

the FBI, Vhy was thot necessary if thn_cﬁrton’had already been

T




sont? Tho use of tho passive voico in the socond sentenco 6f tho

second full paragraph on p. 55"of

tho galloys leaves 6;;en the

question of who developod the prints,

al
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EYEWITNESS IDENTIFICATION OF ASSASSAIN

1. There is a duplication of a long quote from Brennan's

taatimony that also appoars at page 15 of the galleys, the first

pago of Chapter 3, It does not scem to bo noodod in both places,

If loft the way it is, the form as to omitted material should
be standardized,

2, Follewing that quote it snya that Bremnan's description
"mos’c. prahubly" led to the rndio alart sent out to police in which |
tho'assaasain was describod, Can't this bo moro definite? One
of the questions that has beon raised is the speed with which
the assassain was deécribad, the implication being that Oswald
had boen pickaa out as a patsy before the event, The Dalla? pelice
muét_know what led to the radio alert end the deseription, If
thoy do we aﬁould be able to find out, If .they do not mow, the

circumstances of their not lknmowing should be discussed briefly.

3. On page 36 it says that at 1:29 p.m. the policc
radic reported that the doscfiption of the suspect in the Tippit
shooling was similar to the descripiion which had bsen given by
Brennan in connqctionlwith the assassination, . On page 46 it is
stated that it was unlikely thet any officer said Enyﬁhing like
"Kill tho Presldent, will you?" $ho reason given is that the
officers did not lmow "that Oswald was a suspoct in tho killing of

. tho Prosident,® But they very lilkely had heard tho police radio note

that tho descriptions of the two were similar and thoy may have
drawn thelr cwm conclusions, Tho statement om page 46 should be

taken out or qualified,

v
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4, Thoro should bo a pilcture of tho inside o2 the TS3D
sixth floor showing the low window sills and a roference to that
picture in connoction with the discussion of Brennan's testinony

that he saw the man standing,

P+ Query if we need such a long paragraph en Euins'
tostinony mersly to conclude that it is Inconolusive as to the
lidontity of tho man in the window, - '

6. In tho last sontence of tho second to the last paragraph
in the section it eays that Altgens pleture was taken sbout 2 ssconds
"after tho shot which entered ths back of ths Preogsident's neck,”

+ We should say after that shot was fired or heard or semething, The

sontenco is not a good one as it now stands,

OSWALD'S ACTIONS IN BUILDING AFTER ASSASSI§£@ION

1. I do not think ths descripiion of the Bakor-0Oswald
soquence ia éufficiontly clear, I am confused as %o how mény
entrance doors there are to the vestibule, oven though after a close
roading thore appoar to bs only two, the one ccnnacting to the
socond floor landing and the one connocting to the lunch room,

It is also not clear.whathnr Baker saw Oswald through the window

in thée vostibule/landing door, or wﬁether that door was still open

as is implied by Baker's “estimony, Mantion'of the window previously,
however, implies Baker saw Oswald thréugh_the window, It'does not

sooa likely thitt Oswald would s%ill have bson visible theough the

window 17 the door had already closod, although that dopoends on how fast

- the door closes, which ia some@%nw I would like to lmow, What kind

io e s v . - - .4,. ..‘ _.',‘




of a stairway is it that gomoono- coming up con soo nothing at
tho top of the landing? Truly may in fact have seen Oswald if
the lattoer had just como dowvn the stairs from the third floor

68 Truly was ooming up from tho scoend,

I think additional offort should be made with the writing

and a piaouro of the view coming up to the sonond floor and a

diagram or othor ploturcs of tho landing snd vestibule area would

"be a good idea,

2. The first sentence in the third from the last paragraph
on galley page 38 leaves a false inference concerning Oswald's presence
on the sixth floor, It should be rewritten elong the following lines:
"The fact that Oswald could not have come down in tho elevators,
the only other possible means of descent, is shown by their movemants
after the time Boker and Truly tried to use them 1o go up 1n the
bullding,®

3. In the same paragraph, the statement that both elevators
occupy the same shaft is not clear, It would be better to say:

"both olevuéora,vdﬂnh operate adjacently in the same shafi, ®

"4, Last pafagraph on page 38 (galley): The testimony of'the
oaployees as sot forth in that paragraph is alao conéistont with Oswald

" having been in Ethiopia at the time of “he assassinntion, or with his

having used tna elevators to get doun from the sixth floor. Since those
employoes did not see eithar Oswald or Douehorty, their testimony says

nouhing on the point under discussion., Tho whole paregraph”should be cut,

o
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5. The noxt two paragraphs, the first two Qn.galloy page
29, sre a comploto mystory 4o me., When I loft the bottom of pago
38 I was looking for additional tastimony_showing that Oswald canme
down tho stairs and n&t the elovator, After two parapraphs of
excollent analysis I am convinced that Victorie Adsms eithor cazs -
dovm the stairs before or aftor Oswald did end it 4s clear that that is
80 bocauso we kaow '.thnt Oswald camo down the stairs and not the olovator,
I 51111 do not undorstand, howevor, how the faot that Vietoria Adams
cams down tﬁo gtairs bofore or after Oswald did shows that Oswald ceme
down the stairs, If the idea is to show that Adems was not on ths

stairway whon Ostald vae, I em not convinced by tha enalysie or

lspoculution in these two paragraphs, A Furthermore, if that is the

idoa it 1o not cloarly set forth, How About & first uéntence likes
"Victoria Adams testified that she camo- fd::: stairway,within about
1 minuto aftor the ahots, from the fourth floor to the first floor

where she encountered two Dapouitor& employces == Bill Shelley end

Billy Lovelady, If Miss Adams wes on the stalrvway at that timo,

tho question is raised as to why sho did not see 0sWalde...ee..®

6. In the Conclusion: I do not see how the Coﬁmiaaion can
possibly state that "Fingerprint end palmprint evidenca-oatablishas that
Oswald errenged the cartons in the window," That evidence ecstablished
that at somo time Ogwald handled ono of the thres cartons in tho window,
as suggostod nbovo, probably prior to the mssessination Sy at least l-3%
days, That evidence establishes with equel validity that parhapa about
20 othor persons “arr&nged the cartons in the window.

I




OSWALDS MOVEMENRTS AFTER LEAVING DEPOSITORY BUILDING

1. Tho deséription of Oswald's bus ride sequence is very
confusing end wholly unable to stand by itself without a map, Even
if we inolude a map, which_. I assumo we wi.l;l., the text should be clear
enough to stand by itself, The basic problem is that there is ﬁo
indication of tho rolationship of ﬁrioua intersections to oach othpr:

It should be simple enough to set forth the relationships between

- 8t, Paul and Elm, Ficld and Elm and Poydras and Lamar,

2, Thoro also pooms to bo a mimtske in deseription of
directions, I don't soe how Oswald could walk west on Elm and board

e bus that was heading back in the direction of tho Dopository and
which was also travelling west, Somebody had to have gone aast.(oﬁald.)

B Tha second to the last.full paragraph on galley pa—n 40
is not very clear as to what all those bus_sés actually do end wi- - viwy
ero supposed to do, I have set forth suggested clarifying changes in |
the ma?'gin of the galley,

4, On galley page 41 the terms linoup and showup are usod
interchangesbly, It should bs ono or the other throughout. I have alunys

" thought it vas lineup.

5, Thore are direct quotes in the first paragraph on galley
page 42 for which there ere no fooinotea. It is my understanding that
thero are %o be footnotes for each direct quote end that there is to be

-%

uniformity on hls point throughout the Report,




DESCRIPTION OF THE SHOOTING

1. Roforonces hore to what the Dallas police radio ordoreﬁ
Tippit to do should bo qualifiod to indicate that e tronsoript of
a recording of tho radio communications indicates tho material boing
set forth, This should ba dono at least until we have oloared up the
problems with the transcript and recordings, if we have not already

done so,
2. Thore are no footnotes at all in the last paregraph of this
soction, ' '

EYEWITNESSES

1, There is more confusion between lineupa end showups at tha
top of galley page 43,

fis ©°
h .
of Oswald as having bushy hair by showing the world e ploture of Oswald-

2.

"takon at the time of hio errest:® I suggost that even the slowest of .
roadors would imagine that tholr hair might be in an wmcombed stato==

which i the suggested explanation of the bushy condition--after thoy

had fought with a dozen policemen-in an attempt to resist arrest. In

fact Pizzo Exhibit 453-C, the evidence for this proposition, shows
Oswald with outs end bruises on his facé, I donit think Mrs, Markham's
i,astimony noods ﬁlﬁ"{'&mam and noither does her statoment to Lane,
Any a’ato;npt such as is presently in the Report will merely play i;nto

Lano's hands and make the Commission look nalve,

e Query statement that Markham's idontification was mostly
from his faco, I think sho was all over the lot on that one,

X

Jhy attempt to explain Mrs, Markhem's deseription (so-called)
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MURDER WEAPON.

1, VWhy don't we tako a sontonce or two and explain why
the bullets fired from tho rovolveixrwere smaller than the ;mrrel. There
ie no way to tell from the Report now and an obvious question ia raised
as to why. |

2, Thoro is en unolear sontence in the middle of the third
ptlu'agraph of thig heading which states: "Aleo, the bullets were

wibtlilotod,® . Whioch ones?

3. Tho paragraph doaling with the numbor of shots firoed and

the memufacture of the cases and the slugs seems to me to bo an exorcico .

in pedantry, and possibly subject to error, Is 4% not pésaible that

. & Winchostor-leastern slug could have boon fired from a Remington-Poters

casel Even Lf not, why leave ourselves open %o question whon it does

not really matter how msny shots were ﬁra'd, ps M 4 o S,

4, The last paragraph of this hsading needs some footnotes, -
eithor in or ouf. '

OVNERSHIP OF THE REVOLVER

) 1. The first sontenco rofors to "this type of rovolver,®

I think it would be bottor to gay "the type of revolver that wee used
to kill Patrolman Tippit.*t . 8

OSWALD'S JACKET

1, *Ths second paragraph of this heading needs some footnotes,

e s e e anAm s L8 8 i ia S e e mh i W —— - &
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2.— Thore are inconsistoncies in the desoription of
Commission Exhibit 162, The same problem oocurred above, when an i
exhibit was doscribed somotimos as "Exhibit __ " end at others as '

"Commdesion Exhibit __ " A 1ittle thing, but why not do 4t right? :

3. 'll‘ho concluaion'to this heading reaches ths crushing
result t}_mt-'()awald disposed of his jacket ms he fled from the scene
of the Tippit killing.®™ I submit thal that is really not the conclusioen :
wo worked toward, Why nots ®Thoso facts strongly support the finding
that it was Lee Harvey Oswald who killed Patrolman Tippit and then .
flod through the parking lot adjoining Jefferson Boulevard, disposing of : ‘

bis jacket es he did so,®

OSWALD'S ARREST

l. At firet I ves surprised to lesyn that Johnny Calvin Brewer '

Jmow that & patrolman had been shot whon Oswald walked by his place

of businoss, less than elght blocks from the point of the Tippit killing
whioch Oswald apparently left as-fast as he could,

2, Thon I was surpriaedl to learn that the police radi.o' d'.tdlnot
sond out informitlon nb9u£ the suspect being in the Texns Theatre until
1:45, a.i:ou‘t 30 minutos after the police first learned of tho Tippit
killing from Benavides over Tippit's radic., What were Oswald and Brower
doing during this 30 minutes? Oswald wes strangely inective duriugl this
poriod, considoring all that hs had done in tho 45 minutes following ths

oooassinations




" 3. While I lmow that I will bo thought mad to suggost that
somo oditing bo dono on this chaptor, consider the following sentence
that appoars on galloy pago 48: "As Oswald, handcuffed, was lod from
tho theatre, ho wes, according to MoDonald, "eursing a 1ittle bit and

holloring polico 'brutnlity." Thore aro only 5 commas in that sontonce,

TascAYud duex

e e ap—

How about: "F%Lc-w-rdfm McDonnldA Oswald was "cursing a little ‘bit. and

holloring polico brutelity” as he was led handeuffed from the thoatre,”

4. Horo compare the noto above concerning page 36 that
the polica-radio had notod the similarity of the dosoriptions betwoen tho

man wantod for tho assassination and the man wanted for the Tippit

killing, by the time Oswald was arrosted at tho theatro, It could be,
{hereforo, that some of .the officers suspoocted that tho man thoy

wore arresting was wanted in connection with the essassination,

STATEMENTS OF OSWALD DURING DETENTION

1, There are entirely tco many subhosdings under this goneral -

hoading, Nono ero really necessary. We reach ths sublime whon we have

one whole hoading for one. short, four sentonce peragreph, Thoy should

" all bo cut out and the whole discussion comprohonded wnder the above

gonoral title,

2, In tho paragraph on denial of rifle ovmership appoars the
nt}itemont_ "small bore .22 rifle." That is redundent, since I prosums
ve do not moan to dié’cinguish from large bore .22 rifles, It should
probably just, road: ¥,22 calilps rifle,"

3. Tho second to last sontonce in that paragraph nocds a f‘ootno‘.;
| d
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SHOOTING OF MAJ, GEN, EDIIN A, WALKER . S i

1, Thoro 1z no footnoto after tho sentence concerning

tho 15 yvar old boy who saw 4wo men leave tho area,

2, Same aftor tho statomont thet a friend of Wallkor gave .
mformtﬂ.on to tho polico about the two men snooping eround, Alse thnt
statomont 13 not correot., Walker gave the information to the police,

5+ No footnote aftor statomont re results of private
investigation,

4, No footnote after statemont that the nots wes 4in the
"Book of Useful Advice,"

5« Tho socond full paragreph on page 48 'a.asumes a lot of
kuowlodgo about Oswald's movements and about the Paines that the roador
had not gotton a.nyuhoro yoi, excopt in the first chapter narrative,

A fow extra words as suggestod in tho wargin of the galley might
improvo things considorably, Furthormore, the firat sontence neeods a

et -

- 5 i g gk (g 5 g

footnoto, as doos tho ontire next paragraph, which has not one I‘o‘otnote to :

its namo,

6. In tho parsgraph on photographs, a footnote i needed aftor
the first sontence, Tho secénd sentence must be ohanged 'beca.u.sa at
prosont it implies that Oswald told Harina about the notebool 6:- -
shovod i% to h?).' whon ho returned the night aftor the attack, 3suc
statod in hor teatimony in July that she did not sos What 38 L Bio
notobook wntil j days aftor tho ettack and thore is nothing in her early

tostimony that I kaow about to auppo:‘ﬁ the proposition now in the Roport.
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7. Statomont that Oswald epparently destroyed tho notobook "

should be changod in ordor to refloot fucy that ho did destroy it, and at
tho suggostion of his wifo,

8. Seocond to last sontence in photographs section must ‘be
. ohanged to indlcate that Oswald did not bury his rifle in some bushes,
but rather thot he may have hidden it there,

9. Query usage of "ballistics" in first paragraph of
"Firearms Identification" section, Semo as to last paragraph thereof,

10, Under "Corroboration by Marina Oswald® wo learn for the

firgt timo about o postponomont of the attompt to kill Walker, Thero
is no montion of from when, what the clifoumstencos of the postponcment
voro, what happoned to the rifle in.ths meantime, ete. It. should be

set forth, since thore is no mention of it above, as I recall,

. .

OSWALD'S RIFLE CAPABILITY

ALLo AL
I '.l,'ho purpose of this section is to Aoc‘aa"oﬂa Oswald's

abllity to fire e rifle, Tho third word at the top of pago 50 of the
galloys, which i;a apparon_tly moant to describe Oswald, is "mrks-man."

A markeman is oﬁe skillod ot shooting at a mark; one who shoots well,
Not only do we bag the question a littlé, bu.t the sentence is inoxact
in that the shot, which it'dascribes, would be the samo.for a marksman
.m; it would for ome who was not & ma;-lésman. How about: "The assasbaida
shots from the oastormmost window of the sauu; side of the Texas School
Book'. Dapouimry Wworo a.t a alovw-moving targot prooaeding on & downgrade

s S =

v.i.roua.lly siralght ewvay from tho assassein, at a range of 177 to 266 foot
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havo no dLffloulty in hitting o targot with a tolescopié eight, sincs

-whon that dofoect appoared, or if it was in the scope at the time of tho

2. Tho last sontonce in tho first paragraph on galloy pago
20 should indicote that the slope of Elm oireet is downward,

2« Tho soction on the nature of tho shots denls basically
with tho range and tho eoffect of a tolescoplo light;' Several exportis
conolude that the shots were easy. There is, howevor, no consideration

glvon hero to the tize allowod for the shota, I do not see how aomeone.

ean conclude that a shot'is oasy or hard unless he kmows somothing a‘bout
how lémg the firer has to shoot, i.e. » how much time 1u allotted for the

uho’t’:ﬂ .

4, On nature of the shotsw=Frazior testified that one would

o p— o

all you havo to do is put the crosshsirs on the target, On page 51
of the galleys, howovor, he testified that shots fired by FBI agonts with |
tho assacsination weapon weré "a fow 1nc}fes high end to the right of tho |
targot.,.because of a dofeot in the scopo." Apparently no cuo kmows

assacoinatlon, If it was, a.n-d in _t‘b.o aboence of sny evidonce to ths -.
conirary one may..essuco that it was, putting the crosshaire on the targot ,
would olearly havo rosulted in o miss, or it very 1ikely would, in any

ovont, I have raised this question before, - Thore is a great doal of :
tootinony in tho rocord that a tolescopis sight is o sonsitive propoaiti.on.‘lr

Fl

You can't loave a rifle and scope laying arownd in a garage undorfoot :
for aluost threo months, just baving brought 4% back from New Orleans |
in tho back of a station wagon, and expect to ﬁt a.nﬁ.hing vith 1t, wlese ;.
you take the 'trouhla to firo it and sight tho_ scope in, This would :
have boon n problom that should: imvo"boen dealt with in'eny event, and

now that 1% turns out that thoro metually was a-dofood in the s'oopo,.

e N T ; :
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it 10 porfoctly cloar that tho quostion must be consldored, The present

" draft loawvos tho Commission opon to sovom critiolsm, Furthermore, to tho

oxtent that 1% loaves tostimony suggosting that tho chots might not

bavo ‘bomi oo aaoy oul of the diaeuu!_:on, thereby glving only
of tho otory, it s almply diskenost,

5. Why do wo have a statemont concorning tho fact ¢
Oowald's Marine rocords show that he was familiar with the Br

& part

hot -

évmi.ng

Automatie Rifle, .45 calibor pistol and 12 guage riot gun? That 4o

complotoly irrolovant to the quostion of his ability to fire
wnloss thore 4s evidence that the ssme skills are involved,
furthormore, prejudiocial to some extent,

i

a rifle,

It ig,

6. Undor the hoading "Oswald'oc Rifle Practice Outolde the

¥arinoa® wo havo o stetoment conceriing his hunting activities in Russie.

It ooyos that ko joined e hunting olub, obtained e liconse end wont

huding about olx timos, It does not say what kind of o voap
Wnilo T.om not complotoly familiar with tho record on this po
kaow for o foot that thoro is somo indication that he wed a

on he used,
int, I de
shotgum,

Undor what thoory do wo inolude activities concerning a shotmm wnder

& hoading rolating to rifle practics, and then presume not to advlse the

roador of the fact?

7. Tho statoments cbnceming Oswald's praoctice with the

aésaaainati.on weapon aro misleading, Thoy tond to give tho -,
that hs did more practicing than tho record auggoests that he

ro;‘alloction:is that there 1s only one spacific time whon- ho

prné"&ict':d. :Wo should be more proelse in'this area, because ths Commisaion
is going to have iis work in thic area examined vory oleaoly,

inpression
did, My
might have
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_ romonbor it) and roading gun magazinos,"”

8, "0n tho top of galley ;;;ago 51 wo have that etatemont about

Oswald cighting tho toloscoplo sight ab night on 4o porch in New
Orloans, I think tho support for that proposition is thin indoed,

" Marine Oowald firat Ysotified thot she did not lmew what he was doing

oud thero pnd thon oho wne olearly lod inte the only enawer that gives
eny support to this proposition.

9. I think the lovel of roeching that is going on in this
Vholo discuseion of riflo capability is nicely shown by the fact that

undor the hoading of rifle practice outside the Marine Corps eppoars the

: damning etatoment that"Oswald showoed an intorest in rifles by

dis‘ouss:lng that nubjoct_ with othors (in faot only ono porson as I

10. I do not think tho rocord will support the statemént

el
't.h:b.*f.l7i did not loava his Bockley Aveonue roominghouse on one of the

wookonda that he was supposedly seen at the Sports Dromo Rifle Rangs,

11, Thore is a misstatoment in the third parag;fo.ph under Rapid

Fire Toste whon it says "Four of the firers missed the second shot L

Ths precoding paragraph atatea that there were only throo ﬁrers.

12 There ere no footnotes wha’c:soa'ver in the fifth paragraph

wador rapid fire tosts and somo rather impgrbani. ata.tamunts are made

~ which raquire goma support from someplnce.

15. & wminor point as to %ha:next paragraph—-bunots eroe. botter .

oaid to strike rathar than land,

(]
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11} As I road through tho soction on rifle capability it
appoura that 15 differont sots of throo shots wore fired by eupposedly
oxpord riflemen of tho F’B;l’ and othor places, According to my
caloulations thoso 15 sots of shots took a total of 93.8 seconds to be
fired, Tho avorago of all 15 4s a 14ttle over 6,2 soconds. Assuming
that tims ig coloulédted commencing with the Tiring ef tho first shot,
that moang ths avorago timo 1% took to fire tho two rsmiﬁing shots
was about 6,2 soconds, Tha.t‘comon to about 5.]; segonds for each
chot; not céuntiz;g the timo consumod by the actual firing, which H.ould.
not ba v;:ry much, I recall that Chaptor three said that ihe ninimm

tims that had to elapso botween shots was 2,25 soconds, which is pretty

‘6loso to the one set of fast shots fired by Frazier of the FBI,

The conclusion indicates that Oswald had the capnbility to
firo 5 ghots with 2 hits in from 4.8 to 5.6 soconds, Of the fifteen
sots of three ahots described above, onJy Lhree were fired within 4,8
soconds, A total of five sotso, inoluding the three just wmentioned,

.wore fired within a total of 5.6 soconds, The conolusion at its moot

oxtromo statos that Oswald could fire fastor than 4he Coumi.gsion
oexporis firod in 12 of thair 15 trics end that in any ovont he could
fire fnst.er than tho oxpertn dld in 10 of their 15 tries, If wo aro
going to sot forth material such as this, I think we should set forth
sone inform{;ioﬁ on how much training end how much chooting the oxports

bad and did as a whole, The roadora oould then havo semothing on which

to base thair Judgmonts ccﬁn(‘:orning tho relative abllitics of tho

-apparently slou firing oxports used by the Oemm;t.ssion end the abllity
oX Loo Horvey Ommld ’

. . e
ey Smgr——es—e it L.
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15. Tho probloms rnino_d by the abovo analysos should be mot
ot como point in tho toxt of tho Ropori, Tho fipguro of 2,25 as & minimm
firing timo for occh chot is usod throughout chapter 3. Tho prosent

discuasion of rifle onpability shows that oxport riflomen could not fire

the e.n:;nuninution wonpon that frot. Only one of the oxperts managed to do
so, and his shots, 111\;.6 those of thootler FBI experts, wore high end to the
right of the target, Tho faot is that most of the experis wore much more
profisciont with a wifle than Oowald could ever be oxpocted o bo, and the

rosord indioates that faoct, according to my rocollection of the response

_ of ono of tha oxports to m quostion by Mr, McOloy nelding for a comparison

-of on KRA moster markemsn to a Marino Corxps ahnrﬁshootor.

16, The preaer:zt gootlon on rifle capability fallo to set forth
ma"cofial in tho record tending to indicate thai Oswald was not 8 good shot
and that ho was not intorosted in his rifle whilo in the Marine .C-orpa.

It doos not sot forth matorial indicating that a telescopic sight must be

tostod and sighted in after a poriod of none-use bofore it can bo expectod

%o bo mceurate, That problem is omphaslzed by the fuct that the FBI actunlly

found that there was a defoct in the scope whlch caused the rifle to fire
high and to tho rigat, In spite of tho above the prosont sootion
%oleos only part of the material in tho record to show that Qowald
vas o good sho® ond that ho was intorgatod in riflos, 1 putwit that ﬁsb _
tostimony of Dolgade that Oawald was nob intorosted in his rifle whilo
in tholuarimn 15 ob loost ag probative as Alba's testimony Vtha‘b Oavald
como indo his garago to read rifle (and hunting) nagazines, _ .

To .pu{; it blmﬂ;ly that sort of selootlon froﬁ £l record could
soriovely agfoot tho intogrity end orodibility of ths entire Reporte .
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17. It soomos to mo that tho most honnat mnd tho moot sensible
thing to do glvon tho proscnt ntato of tho rocord on Oswald's rifle

. capabllity would bo to writo a vory short socotion indicsting that thore

io tostimony on beth sidoa of soveral isewens, Tho cominaion oould then
conclude that the bost evidonce that Ogwald could fire his rifle as

faot. ao ho did end hit the targot 4s tho faot tht ho did so., It may have
boon pure luck, It probably was te a vory grest extent, But it bappenod,
He would have had %o have boon lucky to hit ms he did if he had only

. 4,8 coconds %o fire tho chos., Why don't wo admit that-instoad of
. roaching and uwelng enly psr’i of tho rocord to support tho propositions

. prosontly sob forth 4n the galloys, Thoso conolusions will nover bo

' nooop-tod by oritical porsons anyway,

>

GENERAL COMMENT

1. 'I"ne above was written without h;nring the footnotes ¢o the
cham.or, a conaidcrablo disadvantege whon one would 1ike to choolc the

acmu‘aoy end proclsion of statements made in the text,

2, Tho placomont of footnotes is 'not‘conai.stont within the

chaptor, nor with tha goneral rule -bhat thez-o arc to be footnotes aftor all

diroot fuotos, Many timos thore ere no footmotes where it appoars ‘= o -

- ke

that thore shouid bas,

Y. Form as to omitted material should bs checked, The form of

- oito.ﬁio-w %o tho eppondix 1s not consistont with Chaptor 3 or inuemally.

-
-

————————— s

h, I forget to montian tha.‘b some quoati.on might. be raised vhon tho

publioc discovors that there was only ono eyowltnoss to the Tippit Icining,

AS
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1,0., ono porson who saw Oswald kill him, All the rest only saw

ey ——

~
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‘subsoquent ovento, ‘Wre, Markham is nicoly buried there, but I prediect

‘not for long. _
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